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CRANBURY TOWNSHIP 
HISTORIC SITES SURVEY UPDATES

2017 2018 2023

• Updated surveys of the Cranbury Historic District and the Cranbury Station Hamlet Historic District
• Funded through the New Jersey Historic Preservation Office’s Certified Local Government Program 



CERTIFIED LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
(CLG) GRANT-FUNDED SURVEYS

• Certified Local Government (CLG) Program administered by 
the New Jersey Historic Preservation Office (NJHPO), using 
funds from the National Park Service

• Certified municipalities are eligible to receive grant funding 
for historic sites survey and historic preservation planning 
projects, among other benefits

For more information, go to: 
www.nj.gov/dep/hpo

Credit: NJHPO



SURVEY PRODUCTS

• Digital photographs of buildings within the 
survey area

• Survey forms with architectural descriptions and 
historic narratives

• Microsoft Access database containing all survey 
data

• Report with survey findings and 
recommendations

• GIS data for upload into the New Jersey 
Historic Preservation Office’s Online Cultural 
Resources Map (LUCY)

www.nj.gov/dep/hpo/1identify/gis.htm



WHY UPDATE A HISTORIC SITES SURVEY?

• Buildings change over time
• Historic significance also evolves over time
• New research resources allow for more 

accurate interpretations of buildings
• Follow current documentation standards 

and guidelines

1980 National Register of Historic Places nomination

2017 Cranbury Township Historic Sites Survey Update Phase I

Credit: David Szabo



CRANBURY 
HISTORIC DISTRICT

• The district encompasses much of the historic village 
of Cranbury and contains over 250 residential, 
commercial, and institutional buildings

• Listed in the New Jersey Register of Historic Places 
(NJR) on August 9, 1979

• Listed in the National Register of Historic Places 
(NRHP) on September 19, 1980

• Locally designated on September 26, 1988
• Inventory of buildings conducted in 1989 

• Meets NRHP Criterion A in the area of Commerce 
and Criterion C in the area of Architecture

• Period of significance begins in 1790 and ends in 1940

NRHP Criteria for Evaluation
A: Events/Patterns of History
B: People
C: Design/Construction
D: Potential to Yield New Information

Credit: CentralJersey.com



CRANBURY 
HISTORIC DISTRICT

1781 John Hills, A Map [of] Middlesex County. 1833 Thomas Gordon, A Map of the State of New Jersey.



CRANBURY 
HISTORIC DISTRICT

16 South Main Street

Credit: Emily CoopermanCredit: David Szabo

David Chambers-Benjamin Clark 
House, 11 North Main Street



CRANBURY 
HISTORIC DISTRICT

1861 H.F. Walling, Map of Middlesex County, New Jersey.

1876 Everts & Stewart, Combination Atlas Map of Middlesex County, New Jersey.



CRANBURY 
HISTORIC DISTRICT

8 Park Place East George Farr Farm, 158 North Main Street

Credit: David Szabo Credit: David Szabo



CRANBURY 
HISTORIC DISTRICT

Bunting House, 5 Prospect Street 54 North Main Street

Credit: David Szabo



CRANBURY 
HISTORIC DISTRICT

6 Station Road Lewis Stults House, 93 North Main Street

Credit: Emily Cooperman Credit: David Szabo



CRANBURY 
HISTORIC DISTRICT

1933 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map 1930 aerial photograph



CRANBURY 
HISTORIC DISTRICT

John J. Bradley House, 10 Bunker Hill Drive

Credit: David Szabo

6 Symmes Court

Credit: Emily Cooperman



CRANBURY 
HISTORIC DISTRICT

14 Maplewood Avenue 4 Prospect Street

Credit: Emily Cooperman Credit: Emily Cooperman



CRANBURY 
HISTORIC DISTRICT

14 Station Road

Credit: David Szabo

103 North Main Street

Credit: Emily Cooperman



CRANBURY STATION HAMLET 
HISTORIC DISTRICT

• The district includes four Greek Revival-style residences associated with the 
mid-nineteenth-century hamlet of Cranbury Station 

• Locally designated on December 13, 2021
• Significant under NRHP Criterion A in the areas of Agriculture and 

Commerce and Criterion C in the area of Architecture
• Meets Cranbury Township Historic Site/District Designation Criteria 1, 2, 

and 7
• 1: Character, interest, or value as part of the development, heritage or 

cultural characteristics of the Township, state, or nation
• 2:  Association with events that have made a significant contribution to 

the broad patterns of national, state or local history 
• 7:  Unique location or singular physical characteristics that make a 

district or site an established or familiar feature

Credit: Phillips Preiss Grygiel Leheny Hughes LLC

NRHP Criteria for Evaluation
A: Events/Patterns of History
B: People
C: Design/Construction
D: Potential to Yield New Information



CRANBURY STATION HAMLET 
HISTORIC DISTRICT

1861 H.F. Walling, Map of Middlesex County, New Jersey.



CRANBURY STATION HAMLET 
HISTORIC DISTRICT

88 Halsey Reed Road 90 Halsey Reed Road

92 Halsey Reed Road
96 Halsey Reed Road



PHASE I SURVEY (2017)

• Covered north half of the Cranbury Historic District
• Surveyed 109 resources in total

• Key-Contributing: 6 resources
• Contributing: 86 resources
• Non-Contributing: 17 resources

• Recommended extending the period of significance to 
1940 to include early twentieth-century residences



PHASE I SURVEY (2017)

49 North Main Street

Credit: David Szabo

33 Maplewood Avenue

Credit: David Szabo

Credit: David Szabo

9 Prospect Street



PHASE I SURVEY (2017)

Brainerd Institute, 96 North Main StreetJohn S. Silvers House, 1 North Main Street

Credit: David Szabo Credit: David Szabo



PHASE II SURVEY (2018)

• Covered south half of the Cranbury Historic District
• Surveyed 110 resources in total

• Key-Contributing: 5 resources
• Contributing: 75 resources
• Non-Contributing: 29 Resources

• Agreed with RGA’s previous recommendation to extend 
the period of significance to 1940



PHASE II  SURVEY (2018)

43 South Main Street

39 South Main Street

52 South Main Street

Credit: Emily Cooperman

Credit: Emily Cooperman

Credit: Emily Cooperman



PHASE II  SURVEY (2018)

40 Station Road Cranbury Inn, 21 South Main Street

Credit: Emily Cooperman Credit: Emily Cooperman



PHASE II I SURVEY (2023)

• Covered areas within and adjacent to the Cranbury 
Historic District and the entirety of the Cranbury Station 
Hamlet Historic District

• Recommendations included:
• Reconcile NRHP-listed and local boundaries of the 

Cranbury Historic District to create a contiguous 
district

• Expand the local boundary of the Cranbury Historic 
District to include properties that were excluded in 
previous documentation of the district

• Expand the local boundary of the Cranbury Historic 
District to include the full extent of tax parcels that 
were only partially included in the 1988 local 
designation



PHASE III  SURVEY (2023)

Results
• Surveyed 52 resources for inclusion in an expanded Cranbury Historic District 

boundary
• Key-Contributing: 4 resources
• Contributing: 12 resources
• Non-Contributing: 35 resources

• Surveyed 4 resources in the Cranbury Station Hamlet Historic District
• Contributing: 3 resources
• Non-Contributing: 1 resource



PHASE III  SURVEY (2023)

Key-Contributing Resources
Cranbury Historic DistrictOld Cranbury School, 

23 North Main Street
William B. Reed House, 
1 Prospect Street

40 Station Road



PHASE III  SURVEY (2023)

Key-Contributing Resources
Cranbury Historic District

Dr. Benjamin S. and Mary H. Van Dyke House, 124 North Main Street



PHASE III  SURVEY (2023)

Contributing Resources
Cranbury Historic District

59 South Main Street

12 Cranbury Neck Road

139 North Main Street



PHASE III  SURVEY (2023)

Contributing Resources
Cranbury Historic District

124 North Main Street

144 North Main Street

8 Cranbury Neck Road



PHASE III  SURVEY (2023)

Contributing Resources
Cranbury Historic District

North Main Street 
Agricultural Field

Main Street Bridge 
over Cranbury Brook Brainerd Lake



PHASE III  SURVEY (2023)

Non-Contributing Resources
Cranbury Historic District

5 Cranbury Neck Road115 North Main Street



PHASE III  SURVEY (2023)

Non-Contributing Resources
Cranbury Historic District

14 Prospect Street 111 North Main Street



PHASE III  SURVEY (2023)

Non-Contributing Resources
Cranbury Historic District

152 North Main Street 103 Plainsboro Road



PHASE III  SURVEY (2023)

Contributing Resources
Cranbury Station Hamlet Historic District

Non-Contributing Resource
Cranbury Station Hamlet Historic District



NEXT STEPS FOR PHASE III SURVEY



LEARN MORE ABOUT THE 
CRANBURY TOWNSHIP 

HISTORIC SITES 
SURVEY UPDATES!

www.cranburytownship.org/historic-preservation-commission

• Digital Phases I, II, and III reports available on 
Cranbury Township website

• Hard copy of Phase III report on file at the 
Cranbury Public Library



THANK YOU!

KRISTEN HERRICK

SENIOR ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN
RICHARD GRUBB & ASSOCIATES

KHERRICK@RGAINCORPORATED.COM

(609 )  655- 0692  EXT. 1393

R ICHARDGRUBB .COM


