
MINUTES OF THE  
CRANBURY TOWNSHIP 

MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE COMMITTEE ON 
DRUG ABUSE AND ALCOHOLISM 

 
May 18, 2021 

TIME AND PLACE OF MEETING 
The regular meeting of the Cranbury Township Municipal Alliance Committee was held by remote access, 

videoconferencing in response to Covid-19 and the updated Open Public Meeting Act guidelines on April 20, 

2021, in the Town Hall Offices, located at 23A North Main Street, in Cranbury Township at 3:30 pm. 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairperson, Joann Charwin called the meeting to order at 3:33 PM.   

STATEMENT OF ADEQUATE NOTICE 
Pursuant to the Sunshine Law, adequate notice in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act (N.J. S. A. 10:4-
6) was filed on January 8, 2021, of this meeting’s date, time and place, and the Agenda was posted on the 
Township bulletin board, sent to any requesting personal notice, and filed with the Municipal Clerk. Notification 
of remote access meetings, until further notice, was posted on the Township website on April 24, 2020 and sent 
to the Trenton Times, Home News and Cranbury Press on April 24, 2020. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Answering present to the Roll Call were, Joann Charwin, Susan Engelbert, Mike Owens, Krista Santoro and Dr. 
Susan Genco. Alternate #1, Robyn Skeete was present. Alternate #2, Susan Saravalli was present.  Liaison, Dr. 
Barbara Rogers was present.  Hannah Lovaglio, Walter Wright, Kristine Fulton and Erin Santise were absent. 
 
MINUTES  
Joann asked for a Motion to Accept the April Minutes.  No change requests noted.  Susan Engelbert motioned.  
Seconded by Mike Owens.  All members were in favor of acceptance of the April 20th Minutes as reported. 
 
STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES IN ATTENDANCE 
No Student Representatives were present 
 
STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE REPORT 
 
NON-MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 
None 
 
POLICE REPORT 
Chief Owens reported L.E.A.D. graduation was held at the school.  Sergeant Greg Pfremmer hosted the 5th 
graders to congratulate them for their hard work and success in completing the program.  Graduation was held 
outdoors.  Approximately fifty, 5th graders attended.  They were presented with a Certificate and tee shirt.  
Certificates to Gil & Bert’s for ice cream were given to those students for writing essays on what they learned.  
Mike is very proud of students and Sergeant Pfremmer. 
 
Joann asked if he noted an uptick in drug-related DWI’s.  Mike states the patrol officers are racking up more 
DWI’s lately.  There have been lots of motor vehicle stops.  So far, May is a high number month.  Joann asked if 
any of the DWI’s involved cannabis.  Mike didn’t have stats readily available to report numbers.  She asked 



additional questions regarding how the officers can determine cannabis and drug related DWI’s as opposed to 
alcohol DWI’s.  Mike offered that in the event of uncertainty of drug intoxication, they will bring in a DRE (Drug 
Recognition Expert) who is specially trained in detecting possible drug impairment.  Joann also asked about 
drugs being found during a traffic stop and how that is handled.  Mike advised that it is handled same as before; 
any drugs found during the stop are confiscated.  She thanked Mike for his answers and for clarifying how DWI 
stops work. 
 
Robyn wanted to mention that her son did the L.E.A.D. Program  
 
LIAISON REPORT 
Dr. Rogers wanted to let the Members know that the Township Committee will have another work session at 
the next Committee Meeting which is May 24th.  The Committee is committed to doing all its due diligence 
before making any final decisions.  This includes listening to the residents’ concerns and continuing to gather as 
much information and resources as they can.  They are also reaching out to other municipalities to obtain their 
position on what they may decide to do. 
 
BUDGET 
No changes. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Robyn Skeete (Alternate #1) will be attending the L.E.A.D. Conference in Atlantic City.  Chief Owens will assist 
Robyn in signing up for the Conference. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Joann spoke to Kristine Fulton who advised the 8th grade picnic was unable to be held this year.  Dr. Genco 
confirmed there are so many activities planned, unfortunately they are not able to swing the picnic this year. 
 
Joann opened a discussion on status of 2021 Health and Wellness Fair.  She is excited about activities including 
hikes in the Preserves.  She reiterated her ideas from the April 20, 2021 Meeting.  Joann was very happy to have 
met with Eman El-Badawi and Dr. Laura Zurfluh, Head of the Board of Health and who is involved in the Mayors 
Wellness Campaign after the April Meeting.  They all talked about ideas which have blossomed into some 
positive alternatives for the traditional Health and Wellness Fair.  One idea is to have students videotape the 
Preserve with narration in the background.  Kathy Easton, Tim Brennan, Sally O’Grady and Dr. Rogers.  There will 
be guided hikes on Saturday, June 5th, at the Cranbury Brook Preserve, Unami Woods, Reinhardt Preserve and 
Pin Oaks Preserve.  The times for the hikes are at 10am, 11:00 am, 1:00 pm and 2:00 pm.  In addition, there will 
be a zoom presentation on June 3rd at 7:00 pm showing videos of the preserves. 
 
Joann went into more detail about the hikes, Fun Run and birding.  Ms. Easton is into birding.  There was further 
discussion of other ideas including the possibly of incorporating the Fun Run into Field Day.  Dr. Genco didn’t 
think a Fun Run would fit into that day as they are already filled with activities in ½ day increments.   
 
Dr. Rogers suggested maybe for next year, presenting a Mayor’s Wellness Award or some sort of award to the 
students for health and wellness. 
 
Joann and the Board discussed purchasing pizza and ice pops through the Municipal Alliance since the 8th grade 
picnic will not be able to be held this year.  This would be for the 8th graders on their Field Day, which is Friday, 
June 4th.  Joann would like to also hand out drug and alcohol awareness items to the students afterwards.  
Joann showed the Board during the Zoom meeting, some items from a catalog that she thought might be good 



for awareness handouts.  She asked the Board what they thought of cups, stickers and educational cards.  After 
some discussion, Board thought they would be good as drug and alcohol awareness items for the students.   
 
During discussion of having pizza and ice pops, Dr. Genco advised the cafeteria cannot be used because of total 
number of people, but thought it was a great idea to have pizza and ice pops since the picnic could not happen 
this year.  Discussion with formal vote on Municipal Alliance hosting the pizza and ice pops for 8th graders for 
their Field Day and for the purchase of drug and alcohol awareness materials as handouts for the students.   
 
Susan Engelbert suggested talking to the students about the Good Samaritan Law which would be to encourage 
them to call for help if they see something that should be reported.  Susan believes there are educational cards 
relating to Good Samaritan Laws in the Town Hall basement closet.  She will look into that. 
 
Discussion amongst the Board Members who came to an agreement about having a cap of $600 to use for pizza, 
ice pops and educational handout materials for the students on their Field Day .  Joann asked for a motion 
approving an expenditure not to exceed $600.00 for food and handout materials for the 8th graders Field Day.  
Mike Owens motioned to approve the purchases.  Susan Engelbert seconded the motion.  All Members in favor.    
 
Susan E. proposed current and last year’s 8th graders get together for an outside Homecoming Dance.  She 
suggested having a dance for the current 8th graders the first evening, then using tents for a second evening for 
last year’s 8th graders.  Dr. Genco said for insurance and Covid-related reasons, that cannot be done but thought 
it was a really nice idea.  Susan thanked Dr. Genco.  Susan questioned if other events required providing 
insurance as she doesn’t recall that being a requirement in the past.  She then mentioned the inflatable bouncy 
equipment, but they provide their own insurance.  Upon further discussion, it was determined that no functions 
with formal student body could be held for liability reasons without insurance.  Joann asked Dr. Genco about 
Health and Wellness Fair and has there been a requirement in the past to provide additional insurance.  Dr. 
Genco checked with Heather in the School Administration Office who reported back that she didn’t find any 
previous submissions of insurance certificates for the Health and Wellness Fair.  Joann suggested maybe 
insurance requirement falls under the Township itself.  Mike Owens said the Police Union purchases a small 
policy to cover them in case of injury, otherwise they do not need to provide insurance. 
 
ONGOING BUSINESS 
Went over work session details from the March Township Committee Meeting.  There will be another work 
session at next Monday’s Meeting (May 24th).  Township Attorney will be at there to answer questions from the 
first work session.  Consensus is to opt out of any and all cannabis options.  Many more people are assumed to 
join this next session.  Joann spoke with some of the other Boards and consensus among all are they are not 
interested in opt-ins for cannabis in Cranbury.  She stated the Environmental Commission is preparing a 
statement to present to the Committee.  Joann asked Susan Saravalli if they made any decisions on what her 
group’s (the Historic Preservation Committee) position is about having recreational cannabis licenses in 
Cranbury.  She said that she will contact the chairs of her Committee . 
 
Joann showed Members a petition which was started by a community member.  Currently they have 80 
signatures telling the Township Committee to opt out of all cannabis options and giving their reasons why.  
Joann offered to send the petition to the Municipal Alliance Members and said they are free to sign.  Brief 
discussion on revenues the cannabis retail may bring into town.  The amounts are minimal.  There are enough 
warehouses providing much tax revenue.  The opinion is tax revenue from retail cannabis isn’t a motivating 
enough factor to allow it in Cranbury. 
 



Joann provided some results from an article on southern New Jersey towns as far as their current position on 
allowing retail cannabis sales and production in their towns.  Many are planning on banning sale and cultivating 
in their towns.  Joann asked the Members for ideas on how Municipal Alliance can keep a current update on 
which towns would opt out.  Robyn can send Joann a list, since she may be able to ascertain that information 
more readily.  Joann would like to reiterate her March statement at the Committee Meeting on May 24th but 
recognizes she will only be allotted 3 minutes to speak.  Joann asked the Board how they feel about her speaking 
at the upcoming Township Committee Meeting.  All Members indicated they were agreeable to Joann speaking 
on their behalf about their concerns with the cannabis legislation.  She invited all Members to join in that Zoom 
Meeting which begins at 7:00 pm.   
 
Dr. Rogers said they might discuss 1st reading of the ordinance as well as receiving answers to questions from 
the Township Attorney.  Dr. Genco asked if school zones are considered under the auspices of federal 
government.  Mike Owens has not heard the term “Federal”, used in any context as it relates to school zones 
and the Cranbury School Zone.  He will look into it to get clarification.  Joann heard that school zones are 
considered a “Federal zone”. 
 
Discussion on how cannabis isn’t considered on the State level to be illegal in school zones. Federally, it is still a 
controlled dangerous substance and there are questions on how cannabis use within school zones would/should 
be handled.  Dr. Genco is in the process of obtaining some information and clarification on that.  There was 
some discussion on fines and what the distances are in school zones to be considered a school zone.  Mike 
Owens said for a school, the no drugs zone is one thousand feet and within two hundred and fifty feet of a 
school bus.  Robyn Skeete added that for this area, there is a 1999 ruling named the HR2410 which outlines drug 
free school zones.  It can be found online.  She offered to forward the link to the Members. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
No public was present. 
 
ADJOURNMENT OF THE MEETING 
Joann thanked everyone for attending and appreciates their service and time.  She asked for Motion to adjourn.   
Motion made at 4:33 pm by Susan Engelbert to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Dr. Susan Genco.  All in favor. 
 
CERTIFICATE OF SECRETARY 
I, the undersigned, do hereby certify, that I am the duly appointed Secretary of the Cranbury Township 
Municipal Alliance Committee on Drug Abuse and Alcoholism and that this document, consisting of 4 pages, 
constitutes a true and correct copy of the minutes of the meeting held on May 18, 2021. 
 

        _______________________   
        Kathy Warnebold, Secretary   

        Approved Minutes June 15, 2021    

                                 

  

 

 


