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    The Township Committee Meeting of the Township of Cranbury was held at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Hall 
Meeting Room. Answering present to the roll call were Township Committee members:  Mike Ferrante, 
Glenn Johnson, Dan Mulligan and Matt Scott.  Mayor James Taylor was absent. Also present were Denise 
Marabello, Township Administrator/CFO; and Debra Rubin, Municipal Clerk.  Deputy Mayor Mulligan led in 
the salute to the flag, and Ms. Rubin gave the following Open Public Meetings Act statement: 

   In accordance with Section 5 of the Open Public Meetings Act, it is hereby announced and shall be entered 
into the minutes of this meeting that adequate notice of this meeting has been provided: 

Posted on December 20, 2018 on the Bulletin Board of the Municipal Office at 23-A North Main 
Street, Cranbury, New Jersey and remains posted at that location. 

Communicated to the Cranbury Press, Home News Tribune and Trenton Times on December 20, 
 2018. 

Filed on December 20, 2018 at the Cranbury Municipal Office, 23-A North Main Street, Cranbury, 
New Jersey, posted on the Township’s web site and remains on file for public inspection. 

Sent to those individuals who have requested personal notice. 

--Township Committee Regular Meeting Minutes of May 28th, 2019 

      The Township Committee Regular Meeting Minutes of May 28th, 2019 on a motion by Mr. Ferrante, 
seconded by Mr. Johnson.  On a roll call vote of the members of the Township Committee; 

 Ayes:  (Ferrante   
(Johnson 
(Mulligan 
(Scott 

Abstain: (None  
Absent:  (Taylor 

Nays: (None 

    the Township Committee Regular Meeting Minutes of May 28th, 2019 were adopted. 

  --Reports and Communications 

  --Members of Committee 

     --Mr. Johnson 

Mr. Johnson attended the following meetings; Planning Board, Resident Communication 
Subcommittee and Master Plan Subcommittee.  He also attended a Helene Cody Event which 
highlighted local student events and a local Sunday School graduation.    

Mr. Johnson added his congratulations to Eman El-Badawi for her victory in the recent Primary 
Election held on June 4th. 

     --Mr. Scott  

Mr. Scott attended a Traffic Subcommittee meeting to discuss locations for installation of two (2) 
lit crosswalks.  The two recommendations given are Main Street in front of the fire station and the 
second location is in the area of Old Trenton Road/Liedtke Drive.   
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     --Mr. Ferrante 

Mr. Ferrante reported he attended the Resident Subcommittee meeting.  He requested an 
update of the website upgrade.  Mr. Ferrante suggested the Township Committee use “Communication” 
as their theme for Cranbury Day this year.  This would help aid in further educating the public on various 
township communications and he suggested using magnets and handouts to promote “E-News”.  All 
members of the committee agreed to participate in the 1.5 hours needed for the member table on 
Cranbury Day.  Scheduling to be discussed at a later date.  

Mr. Ferrante attended the most recent Board of Health and Historic Preservation Committee 
meetings.   

   --Mr. Mulligan  

Mr. Mulligan thanked the members for working on the plan for installation of the lit crosswalks.  
Mr. Mulligan reminded the members that jaywalking is still a problem within the township and should also 
be addressed. 

Mr. Mulligan stated the police department is doing an excellent job with the implementation of 
the new Traffic Bureau by having over 700 stops within the last month and expects enforcement to 
increase to 1,000 stops a month shortly.   

 --Subcommittees – None 

 --Departments Heads –  

Debra Rubin, Municipal Clerk, reported on the new procedure used in announcing results to 
residents at the June Primary Election of 2019.  She commented that the poll workers worked very hard 
to ensure the election and the closing of the polls was organized and Election Day was handled 
professionally. Ms. Rubin thanked all the poll workers for their hard work and dedication at the recent 
Primary Election.   

Denise Marabello, Township Administrator/CFO, advised the members that 2-3 vendors had 
been contacted to submit quotes to the Clerk’s Office for upgrading the township website.  The Township 
Committee asked that the new website be more user friendly, including mobile compatibility.  .   

Ms. Marabello advised that the procedure for the Zoning Officer shall be to send monthly 
summary reports to the Township Committee.  The Township Committee liaison to Zoning will then have 
the opportunity to expand on the reports if they choose to do so. 

--Follow-up Items 

None 

--Boards and Commissions  

 Appointment - Deputy Mayor Dan Mulligan appointed Jessica Irons to the Shade Tree 
Commission to fill the unexpired term, expiring December 31, 2019.   

 Vacancies
Ms. Rubin read the vacancies for the following boards and commissions: 

 (3) Municipal Alliance - Full Member, 1st and 2nd Alternate 
 (1) Parks Commission – 2nd Alternate 
 (1) Historic Preservation Commission – 2nd Alternate 
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Ordinances – 

First Reading –  

CRANBURY TOWNSHIP ORDINANCE # 06-19-10 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A DEER MANAGEMENT PLAN ON CERTAIN PUBLIC PROPERTY 

WHEREAS, White-tailed deer populations have been increasing and flourishing in close 
proximity to humans, especially in suburban pockets where population control remains limited due to 
restrictive municipal hunting ordinances. 

WHEREAS, Literature has shown that deer densities over 20 deer per square mile begin to 
have negative impacts on native vegetation species and over-all forest health as well as landscaping 
and agricultural crops. 

WHEREAS, Deer can consume 2-7 lbs. of vegetation daily. Over the course of a year a single 
deer browsing on seedlings and native plants can suppress forest growth and diversity, can enable non-
native, invasive plants to flourish, and can negatively impact other wildlife. 

WHEREAS, public and private property in the Township of Cranbury has experienced 
significant damage from the Township's deer population; and 

WHEREAS, the Township has worked closely with the Department of Environmental Protection, 
Division of Fish and Wildlife to chart a path forward to establish acceptable and safe deer management 
practices in the Township; and 

WHEREAS, hunting on private property is authorized under State law with the permission of 
landowners, and 

WHEREAS, the Township Committee would like to establish a deer management program for 
the municipally-owned properties known as the Fischer Property, Frosztega Property, Updike Property, 
Reinhardt Forest Preserve and Hagerty Preserve, and further would like to permit controlled hunts on 
those properties; and 

WHEREAS, the Cranbury Township Committee finds that there is a compelling need to 
establish regulated deer hunting as a management tool in the Township Code to mitigate the negative 
impacts caused by an over-abundant deer population, including incidence of Lyme disease and other 
tick-borne illnesses, deer-vehicle collisions, agriculture crop losses, landscape damage and the 
degradation of natural habitat on both public and private property. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Cranbury, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

SECTION 1 
The Code of the Township of Cranbury, New Jersey Chapter 110 is hereby supplemented to include the 
following provisions and shall read as follows (additions are underlined; deletions are in [brackets]): 

 110-6  Prohibitions on Hunting 

A.   No person shall hunt, shoot, kill or remove any animal, whether by gun or other firearms, by bow and 
arrow, crossbow or other weapon, on any lands under the control of or owned by the Township of 

Cranbury except for those lands addressed in Section 110-7. 
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B.   Notwithstanding the above-mentioned provision nothing in this section shall apply to any person 
authorized by the Township Administrator, Chief of Police or Township Committee to hunt, shoot, kill or 
otherwise remove any animal on Township-owned lands for the purpose of protection of persons or 

property or in the interest of public welfare. 

110-7 D (12) Deer Management. 

There shall be no deer hunting on Township property except for wildlife management purposes as 
approved by resolution of the Township of Cranbury Committee, in accordance with applicable State 
laws and regulations. 

(a)  Deer Management on Fischer Property, Frosztega Property, Updike Property, Reinhardt Forest 
Preserve and Hagerty Preserve 

No person shall hunt, kill, or remove deer from the above-named properties, or enter such properties 
while carrying or possessing any weapon otherwise lawfully possessed for the purposes of hunting, 
unless that person has first obtained a municipal deer management permit for such activity. 

 (b) Permits 

Permit Eligibility. Municipal deer management permits shall be issued through a random lottery 
to any holder of a valid State of New Jersey hunting license age 18 or older. The Township 
reserves the right to limit the number of permits issued. All permits shall be site-specific and 
non-transferable. 

Permit Application Process. All applications must be submitted in writing to the Township of 
Cranbury Chief of Police, by the applicant, on a form promulgated by the Police Chief. 
Application forms may be made available online. The applicant shall provide the following 
information: 

1. Name, address, phone number, and date of birth. 

2. Automobile license plate number, year, make, model and color. 

3. Copies of the applicant's current and valid New Jersey hunting license(s). 

4. A signed certification that the applicant is not prohibited by law from possessing a firearm 
and has not been convicted of any felony. Any applicant who is prohibited by law from 
possessing a firearm or who has been convicted of a felony shall not be eligible for a 
municipal deer management permit. 

5. A release authorizing the township to conduct a background check for violations of the New 
Jersey Fish and Game Code, N.J.A.C. 7:25-5 et seq., plus N.J.S.A. Title 23 and for violations 
of any local regulations pertaining to parks or to hunting. Any applicant who has violated any 
significant provision of the Fish and Game Code, Title 23 or has violated any local regulation 
pertaining to parks or to hunting within five years of the date of the application shall not be 
eligible for a permit. 

6. A copy of a current certificate of insurance confirming general liability insurance with 
combined single limits coverage for bodily injury and property damage of at least one million 
($ 1,000,000.00)  dollars per single occurrence and one million   ($ 1,000,000.00) dollars 
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annual aggregate, which can be satisfied through full membership in the New Jersey State 
Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs or other sources. 

7. Applications shall be reviewed by the Cranbury Township Police Department for accuracy 
and for compliance with the requirements set forth herein. After review, the Cranbury 
Township Police Department shall either grant or deny the permit application. 

Permit Fees. To defray increased maintenance, materials, labor and administrative costs 
incurred by the Township in connection with its deer management program, the Township 
Committee may, by resolution, establish permit fees. The applicant shall submit the required 
fee to the township with the completed application. Any application submitted without the 
required fee shall not be processed. Fees collected from applicants who do not receive a 
permit shall be returned to the applicant within sixty (60) days of the denial. 

Duration of Permit. Permits shall be valid only during all applicable State-approved deer 
hunting seasons, as said dates may be amended from time to time by the New Jersey Division 
of Fish and Wildlife and the Fish and Game Council. The Township Committee reserves the 
right to adjust the duration of the permits by resolution. 

Revocation of Permit. The Township Administrator, Police Chief or designee shall be 
authorized to revoke any permit issued at any time if the safety of any persons or personal 
property, including that of the Township of Cranbury, is threatened by a permittee. Violations by 
any permittee of any significant, applicable state or local rules and regulations pertaining to 
hunting or to the use of recreation land or township property shall be cause for permit 
revocation. Authorized personnel may require such a permittee to leave the area immediately 
for just cause. 

Enforcement. The Township Administrator, Police Chief or designee shall be authorized to 
revoke a permit issued hereunder at any time if the safety of any persons or the safety of 
personal property, including that of the Township, is threatened. Violations by any permittee of 
any significant state or local rules and regulations pertaining to hunting or use of parkland shall 
also cause the permit to be revoked. Where such permit has been revoked or where persons or 
personal property are endangered as set forth above, the Police Department is authorized to 
require that such person or persons leave the area immediately and take all steps necessary to 
eliminate the condition which endangers persons or personal property. 

Violations and penalties. Any hunting activity undertaken in violation of this chapter, will result 
in the immediate loss of hunting privileges on the property and will subject the hunter to any 
applicable penalties, including but not limited to the general penalties set forth in this Code. The 
maximum penalty for a first offense shall be $500. The maximum penalty for a second or 
subsequent offense shall be    $1,000.  Any individual hunting on municipally owned property 
without a permit issued pursuant to this chapter shall be considered trespassing and subject to 
the fines and may be prosecuted as trespassers. 

Permit Availability, Designated Properties and Notifications. The number of permits issued 
each year, the properties for which the permits are issued and the dates on which those 
properties may be hunted, shall be determined annually by resolution of the Township 
Committee. A press release and/or notice informing the public of said designated dates and 
locations shall be published as follows: the township's website, the township's television 
channels, and a press release shall be provided to the official newspaper(s) of Cranbury 
Township. Residents within 200 feet of these designated properties also will be notified by mail. 

(c) Hunter Requirements 
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Any recipient of a permit under this chapter shall comply with all applicable State laws, as well 
as any rules and regulations promulgated by the Division of Fish and Wildlife in the New Jersey 
Department of Environmental Protection. 

Deer management program rules and regulations shall be determined annually by resolution of 
the Township Committee. In addition, the following requirements shall apply to all permitted 
hunters: 

1. This deer management program is restricted to bow and arrow hunting only, as 
defined in the New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife Game Code, N.J.A.C. 7:25-5 et 
seq.; and is further restricted to the pursuit of deer, by licensed hunters, during annual 
prescribed open seasons as designated in the Game Code and as approved by the 
Township Committee. 

2. All hunting shall be from commercially made tree stands maintained in safe 
condition and utilized according to the manufacturer's specifications and instructions. A 
commercially produced fall-restraint harness must be used at all times when using the 
tree stand. Only one tree stand is allowed per permit holder. Hunting from ground blinds, 
still hunting, and driving deer may be prohibited per the Deer Hunt Management rules. 
The type, size, and maintenance of tree stands shall be established by the Township 
Committee, by resolution, for each hunting season. 

3. All deer must be reported using the New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife's 
Automated Harvest Report System. 

4. Permittees shall be authorized to hunt only the property for which they have 
been issued a permit and shall be responsible for knowing property boundaries and 
where they are at all times. Each permittee is required to carry his or her municipal deer 
management permit on their person when engaging in hunting activities on properties 
within this program. Tree stands must be identified with the permit number clearly 
readable from the ground. Vehicle permits must be displayed on the front left side of the 
dashboard of the authorized vehicle registered with the deer management program. 

5. Motorized vehicles shall be restricted to public roads and designated parking 
areas. 

6. Target practice is strictly prohibited. The legal discharge of a bow into a 
portable target at the hunt's end is not considered to be target practice. 

7. Season dates and bag limits shall comply with those designated by the State of 
New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife and the Fish and Game Council for applicable 
deer management zones. Additional date and harvest restrictions may be determined 
annually by resolution of the Township Committee. Pursuant to State law, Sunday 
hunting is prohibited on municipal lands. 

8. The hunting, killing, pursuit, or removal of any other wildlife is strictly prohibited. 

9. Compliance with any additional conditions as may be deemed necessary to 
ensure the safety of residents by the Cranbury Township Police Chief or Township 
Committee after reasonable notification. Such conditions may include limiting the days 
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and times during which the permittees may hunt and restricting the areas within the parks 
or open spaces where hunting is permitted. 

10. Failure to comply with the rules and regulations in this ordinance, or other 
applicable laws, rules, or regulations promulgated by the State or Township Committee, 
shall result in the forfeiture of a permit issued under this chapter and may affect future 
permit eligibility. 

SECTION 2. Repealer.  

All ordinances and resolutions, or parts thereof, inconsistent with this Ordinance, are hereby repealed. 

SECTION 3. Severability. 

If any section, paragraph, subsection, clause or provision of this Ordinance shall be adjudged to be 
invalid, such adjudication shall apply only to the section, paragraph, subsection, clause or provision so 

adjudged and the remainder of this Ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective. 

SECTION 4. Effective Date. 

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its passage and publication as required by law. 

On motion by Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Scott, the Ordinance was introduced on first reading by 

vote: 

Ayes: (Ferrante 
(Johnson 
(Mulligan 
(Scott  Abstain: (None 

Absent:  (Taylor 
Nays: (None 

Ordinances 
Second Reading - None 

Resolutions 
Consent Agenda

    Deputy Mayor Mulligan asked the Township Committee if there were any questions or comments on 
the Consent Agenda.  Hearing no questions or comments, Deputy Mayor Mulligan requested a motion to 
adopt the Consent Resolutions.  On a motion by Mr. Ferrante, seconded by Mr. Johnson and 
unanimously carried, the following Resolutions adopted by vote: 

Ayes: (Ferrante 
(Johnson 
(Mulligan 
(Scott  

Abstain: (None 
Absent:  (Taylor 

Nays: (None 
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Cranbury Township Resolution #R 05-19-092 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township of Cranbury that all bills and claims  
as audited and found to be correct be paid; 

CRANBURY TOWNSHIP # R 06-19-093 

RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE INSERTION OF A SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE IN THE 
MUNICIPAL BUDGET OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CRANBURY PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 

(CHAPTER 159, P.L. 1948) 

      WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government 
Services may approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any County or 
Municipality when such item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not 
determined at the time of the adoption of the budget, and 

     WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for equal 
amount, 

     Section 1 

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Committee hereby requests the Director 
of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the 
budget of the year 2019 in the sum of $12,217.42 which item is now available as a revenue from the 
State of New Jersey pursuant to the provision of statute, and 

     Section 2 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a like sum of $12,217.42 is hereby appropriated under the caption 
“Clean Communities” 

     Section 3 

     BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of the Resolution, certified by the Township Clerk to be a 
true copy forwarded to each of the following: 

(a) Director of the Division of Local Government Services 
(b) Township Chief Financial Officer 

Public Comment -    

Deputy Mayor Mulligan opened the meeting to general public comment. 

 Wayne Wittman – Mr. Wittman requested time to speak on two topics.  The first topic was in 
reference to abandoned properties.  He recently provided a power point presentation from the 
League of Municipalities to the Township Administrator and Mayor via email.  He requested the 
township address the abandoned properties and abandoned vehicles in town.  Mr. Wittman 
asked Ms. Marabello to forward the presentation to the remaining members of the committee for 
their review.  Mr. Mulligan explained that this topic had attempted to be addressed in previous 
years when the Property Maintenance Code originated.  At that time, it was decided to not have 
the Zoning Officer be the enforcing agent for the violations.  Mr. Scott asked for an inventory of 
the affected properties.  Ms. Marabello explained that most other towns enforcing property 
maintenance codes hire contractors to provide the necessary maintenance.  Putting liens on 
properties is not always an effective tool to have a property owner address the violations.  Mr. 
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Mulligan and Mr. Johnson will prepare updates to the Property Maintenance Code for a future 
work session.  The second topic was to address the need to change speed limits on North and 
South Main Street in the areas of 40 mph.  He complimented Ms. Marabello and the Police 
Department for addressing the truck traffic problem at the location of the bridge construction on 
Main Street and moving the “Road Closed” signs.  Mr. Wittman added there has been less truck 
traffic since the signs have been added. He is now advocating for the speed limit be dropped in 
both areas of Main Street and feels now is the time to address it before the bridge reopens at the 
end of Main Street and Route 130.  Ms. Marabello advised the committee that the speed limits 
were recently codified within the last 4-5 years and are statutory.  If a particular road is not, a 
speed study would be necessary to change the speed limit and there is no guarantee after the 
study is complete, that the limit would be lowered and not raised.   

 Bonnie Larson - Ms. Larson stated the Property Maintenance Code currently asks for a written 
request to be sent to Jerry Thorne, the Director of Public Works.  She believes it should not be 
the responsibility of a neighbor, or fellow resident, to begin the complaint process.  Mr. Mulligan 
advised it was a method to create a means to have complaints registered with the township.  

 Richard Kallan - Mr. Kallan advised he had two separate topics to discuss also.  First, he also 
does not agree that a complaint should be dependent upon a fellow resident.   He believes a 
township official that witnesses a violation has a fiduciary responsibility to report it.  Mr. Kallan 
suggested empowering the police or another enforcing official to do the reporting, not a 
neighbor.  Second, he questioned the authority of the Historic Preservation Commission.  He 
stated that in the beginning, they were advisory and, in the process, have become more 
authoritative than advisory.  He discussed the issues caused regarding their input in the buffer 
zone which effect a few homes and the impact it had on the deeds as encumbrances. 

 George Michael Durner – Mr. Durner wanted to add support to lowering the speed limit on South 
Main Street with the increase in truck traffic should that the speed limit needs to be lowered.  

Deputy Mayor Mulligan closed the meeting to public comment. 

Deputy Mayor Mulligan requested a motion to adjourn.  On motion by Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. 
Ferrante and unanimously carried, the meeting adjourned at 7:58 p.m. 

__________________________ 
Debra A. Rubin, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 


